
THE  BARCELONA OF SAINT IGNATIUS 

1. On coming from Manresa, Ignatius en-
tered Barcelona through the ñPortal 
Nouò (New City Gate) in the medieval 
wall, near the place where at present 
the ñArc de Triomfò (Memorial Arch) 
stands .  



1. He walked along the ñCarrer del Portal Nouò (New Gate Street) at the end of which several 
medieval arches still stand, coincided with ñPlaa Sant Agust² Vellò (Ancient Saint 
Augustine Square). 

1. In the ñPlaa Sant Agust² Vellò a watering place for cattle can be observed. The site and 
present layout are the same as the original, even if the old stones have disappeared. 



2. Where the ñCarrer Cardersò (Carders Str) 
becomes ñCarrer Cordersò (Ropemakers 
Str) the Marcus Chapel can be found. It 
was built in 1166, according to the will of 
Bernardí Marcús, in which he commands 
his children-heirs to finish it . 



2. Before the gates of this chapel, those entering or leaving the town would make a stop ei-
ther to ask for protection or to thank the ñMare de Déu de la Guiaò (Our Lady of the Guide) 
for a good trip . 

3. Agnes Pascual's home, where Ignatius lodged during his three long stays in Barcelona, was 
on the ñCarrer dels Cotonersò (Cotton Dealers Street). The opening of the ñCarrer de la 
Princesaò (Princess Street) in the 19

th
 century required its complete demolition. 



3. The room where Ignatius 
stayed was probably at the 
level of one flight up of 
the house presently on the 
corner of the street now 
called St. Ignatius Street. 

The present ñSanta Caterinaò (Saint Catherine) market occupies the site of the large old 
ñSanta Caterinaò Dominican convent. For 200 years, from 1603 almost up to its demoli-
tion, the house of Agnes Pascual was owned by this convent. 

4. Beside the Romanesque wall, at the beginning of ñCarrer de la Boria, 3 (3 Boria Street), 
was the school (Estudi General) where Master Ardévol used to teach, and Ignarius at-
tended. A few years later the ñEstudi Generalò moved to the upper Ramblas. Then, early in 
the 20

th
 century, the opening of the present ñVia Layetanaò street, including the ñPlaa de 

l'Angelò (Angel's Square) changed the whole aspect of the area. 

5. ñSants Just i Pastorò Basilica. Ignatius was in this basilica listening to a sermon in March 
1523, before embarking for Jerusalem, when Isabel Roser felt moved to call him to con-
verse, and advised him to change to another ship, since she guessed that his first choice 
ship was in poor condition. In fact her advice was right, since the first ship sank just after 
leaving the harbor. 


